
Senate Bill 159 Implementation 
California Pharmacists' Perspectives on Opportunities and Challenges 
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• • : Senate Bill 159 (SB 159), passed in 2019, allows In 2022, we conducted an online survey among 919 : 
: California pharmacists to prescribe PEP and 60 California pharmacists and pharmacy students to under- : 
• days of PrEP for HIV prevention without an stand their perspectives on the provision of HIV prevention , 
: outside provider's prescription. services in pharmacies. : 
~ : 
♦--········································ ················································-

I Respondents 

LOCATIONS OF PHARMACIES 
WHERE RESPONDENTS WORKED 
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I Key Findings 

111111111· 
92% of pharmacists had heard of 

PrEP & PEP 

••••••••• 111111111 
96% feel PrEP & PEP provision is 

important 

THE PHARMACISTS 

39 YEARS (MEAN AGE) 

64% CISGENDER WOMEN 

84QL CURRENTLY PRACTICING 
70 LICENSED PHARMACISTS 

♦ PHARMACY 

111■ 

Only 72% had heard of SB 159 

Only 41% report being confident in 
their ability to prescribe PrEP 

TYPES OF PHARMACIES 

Community pharmacies 43% 

Hospitals 28% 

Clinics 16% 

Only 11% of 
pharmacists 
reported that their 
pharmacy 
implements PrEP as 
authorized by 
SB 159 

Only 27% of 
pharmacists 
received 
training on 
PrEP & PEP 



I Key Barriers to Implementing SB 159 

of pharmacists classified allocating staff 
time for PrEP services as difficult given that 
only PrEP meds are covered by insurance 

-········· ; MAIN BARRIERS TO PrEP PROVISION FROM NON-IMPLEMENTING PHARMACIES ..........•• 

Not enough staff/time to add new services 

No insurance coverage for prescribing 

Low perceived demand among clients 

~-----------------------------------------------------------------------

60 DAYS 42% 

I PrEP/PEP Prescribing Attitudes 

Prescribing PrEP would violate my religious beliefs 

Prescribing PrEP would mean endorsing 
a lifestyle I don't support 

I am confident in my ability to prescribe PrEP 

I am confident in my knowledge of PrEP 

I am willing to prescribe PrEP 

I Policy Recommendations 

Ensure payment for 
pharmacist-delivered services 

Advertise training programs 
for pharmacists seeking to 
implement SB 159 

believed that the 60-day limit is not enough to ensure 
referral to a primary care provider for PrEP continuation 

DISAGREE 

--·· u ··· 
CALENDAR 

•••••• •••••• 

AGREE 

Evaluate & reconsider the 
60-day limit imposed by law 

Develop resources pharmacists 
can utilize to refer patients to 
follow-up care as needed 

CALIFORNIA 
HIV/ AIDS POLICY 
RESEARCH CENTERS 
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